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2016 is The Year of Mercy at CBC St John’s 

We celebrate the legacy of past and present students 

who uphold the Ethos and Vision of the College by 

exhibiting a strong social conscience and leadership 

qualities. 
  

  

   Our year so far... 
 

We achieved :  
 

100% pass rate ●  one of the Top 27 schools in the Western Cape ● 

English Department  achieved Top 10 status  ● Our teachers  who are  

“movers and shakers”  with Mr Brink travelling to Canada to present his 

research for his Master’s Degree ●  Design Department was voted ‘Best 

School Portfolio’ by Stellenbosch Academy of Design 

 

We welcomed  :  
 

11 new students into the Senior School  ●  2 new students in Term 2 ●   

2 new students and 2 exchange students in Term 3  

 

We celebrated:  
 

2016 has been a phenomenal year for our students.  We celebrate the 

outstanding achievements of ALL our students .  

 Taydren van Vuren being voted Youth Lead SA for June for her 

dedication to the One2One charity project● Fabio Palmieri  for his 
achievement in Soccer and Athletics ● Nicholas van Tol and Robbie 

Laubscher achieved  Western Province Body Boarding colours ●SS 

debaters for their success in their Rotary Debates ●  Andrew Moore, 

Blake Pittaway and Connor Long for Karate ● Roxanne Bolzonella’s 

music career  ● Keelan Sutherland’s short story being published in 

English Alive . 
  

We have held and have taken part in :  
 

Grade camps  ●SS Swimming Gala ● Inter House College Athletics ● 

Interschools Athletics ●  Matric  Dance ●  Saints Food Festival ● Gr 11 

leadership seminar ● CBC ER winter Festival ●  Senior School Body 
Boarding Champs ● Spiritual  retreats ● Equestrian -  riding in CBC 

Colours. 

  



SUBJECT CHOICES 2017 

SUBJECT CHOICE GROUPS WITH OCCUPATIONAL STREAMS 

 SCIENTIFIC COMMERCIAL ENTERPRISING ARTISTIC SOCIAL 

Group 1 Physical 

Sciences 

 Design  History 

Group 2 Information 

Technology 

Accounting CAT Visual Arts  

Group 3 Life Sciences Business 

Studies 

Tourism Music Geography 

      

 

SCIENTIFIC B. Eng / B.SC / MBChB / 

B.Sc Physiotherapy etc. 

Possible Subject 

Combinations with Career 

Suggestions  

  Physical Sciences, IT, Life Sci  

(B. Eng / B.Sc IT / Laser physics 

etc) 

× All choices including Physical Science, IT and 

Accounting require students to take 

Mathematics. 

Physical Sciences, 

Accounting, Life Science  (All 

B.Sc and Medical degrees 

e.g. Dentistry, Physiotherapy 

etc.) 

  Physical Sciences, IT/CAT, 

Geography  

B. Eng / B.Sc Geology / 

Aeronautical Science / 

Geoinformatics 

  Physical Sciences, Visual Arts, 

Geography (Architechture) 

 

COMMERCIAL 
B.Acc / B.Comm  Possible Subject 

Combinations with Career 

Suggestions  

  History / Accounting / 

Business Studies (B.Comm / 

B.Comm Law / B.Acc / B. 

Acc Law / B.A Law / B.Comm 

Organisational Psychology) 

× All choices including Physical Sciences, IT and 

Accounting require students to take 

Mathematics 

Design / Accounting / 

Business (As Above, also 

B.Comm Marketing / Business 

Management etc. / B.Comm 

Graphic Design etc.) 

  Design / Accounting / 

Tourism (B.Comm Tourism 

Management / Marketing 

etc.) 

 

 



ENTERPRISING BA / B.Tech Possible Subject 

Combinations with Career 

Suggestions  

 

  Design / Visual Art s / 

Business Studies (B. Tech 

Graphic Design, 

Commercial Design, BA 

Visual Communication, 

etc.) 

× For degrees in Psychology, Industrial or 

Organisational Psychology Mathematics  is a 

prerequisite. 

History / Visual Art s / 

Business Studies (BA 

Industrial Psychology, BA 

Law etc.) 

  History / Visual Art s / 

Tourism (BA Psychology / 

BA Law / BA Social 

Sciences) 

  Design / CAT / Tourism 

(B.Tech Tourism 

Management / Graphic 

Design / Interior Design 

etc.) 

 

ARTISTIC  

(VISUAL ARTS) 

B.A. Visual Arts / B.A or B.Tech 

Film and Media Studies / B. 

Tech Animation. 

Design / Visual Arts / Music  

(B.A Dramatic Arts / Visual 

Arts / Music / Film and 

Media Studies etc) / 

Animation 

  History / Visual Arts / 

Geography or Business 

Studies (BA Visual Arts / BA 

Social Sciences) / BA 

Psychology etc.) 

 

ARTISTIC (MUSIC) B.MUS / B.Sc (Sound 

Engineering) 

Physical Sciences / IT or 

CAT / Music  [*requires FET 

Mathematics] (Sound 

Engineering / B.Mus/ B.Eng. 

B.Sc  (excluding B.Sc 

degrees that require Life 

Sciences) 

× The B.Mus degee may require of a student to take 

Maths instead of Maths Lit. 

Design / Accounting  and 

Music  (BA Humanities / 

B.Comm Marketing / B.Mus 

etc) 

  History or Design / Art and 

Music (BA Humanities etc) 

  Design / CAT and Music  (B. 

Tech Animation / Film and 

Media Studies.) 

  × Music with 

Mathematics (B.Mus) 



SOCIAL 
BA (Social Sciences, Social 

Anthropology, Psychology, 

Education etc) 

History / Cat / Business 

Studies 

  History / Visual Art s/ Music  

  History / Visual Art / 

Geography  

  History / Visual Art s/ Tourism  

  Design / Visual Art s/ 

Tourism or Geography  

× For degrees in Psychology, Maths is a compulsory 

subject and Life Sciences is a recommended 

subject. 

Physical Science / Visual 

Arts / Life Science s (B.SC or 

BA Psychology) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Fundamentals 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ENGLISH  

 

We hold the key to making English learning fun by using the world around us. It is 

a beautiful yet troubled world, however our emphasis is on the joy and 

excitement of being alive and discovering new things every day.  Our aim is to 

give our students ample opportunity to engage in a learning area which is 

educational, stimulating and enjoyable and to improve their competency in the 

English language! Our students should all say, “English is one of my favourite 

subjects!” 

 

 

Aims of the English Department : 

 

 

1. To improve the language communication of our students. This will 

empower them to express their own thoughts and feelings, and appreciate 

and understand those of other people. Our focus is on improving their 

Reading, Writing, Listening and Speaking.  

 

2. To promote appreciation of the language amongst our students.  

 

3. To effectively prepare our students so that they will achieve their best.  

 

4. To stress the relevance of literature as a means of understanding the varied 

experiences that our students encounter in their individual and collective 

lives. To use literature as a means of enhancing and improving our 

students’ lives.   

 

5. To maintain and promote academic development among our students in 

an atmosphere that is both stimulating and non-threatening, while being 

aware that proper discipline is of huge importance.  

 

6. Correct grammar and spelling usage to be emphasized.  

 

7. To enjoy our teaching and to be able to see the development of our 

students with a sense of pride. 

 

8. To grow and develop our students as people.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



AFRIKAANS  EERSTE ADDISIONELE TAAL 

 

Die aanleer van Afrikaans  as Eerste Addisionele Taal bevorder veeltaligheid en 

interkulturele kommunikasie.   

In Graad 10 val die klem op die vaslegging en uitbreiding van woordeskat en 

vaardighede wat in Graad 8 en 9 vasglê is.  In Graad 11 val die klem op 

taalonderrig en in Graad 12 word veral klem geplaas  op die onderrig van 

letterkunde. 

Tans ervaar leerders die oorgang na Graad 10 baie moeilik.  Die kan toegeskryf 

word aan die feit dat die CAPS –kurrikulum nog nie in Graad 8 & 9 aangebied 

word nie.   

In die nuwe CAPS-kurrikulum fase word groot klem geplaas op die SKRYF. Ouers 

moet dus probeer om ekstra moeite te doen met woordeskat.  Blootstelling aan 

die taal deur musiek, films, tydskrifte en koerante word sterk aanbeveel.   Die 

SKRYF vraestel tel 100 uit die 400 punte. Lees en woordeskat is dus van 

onskatbare waarde. Die nuwe kurrikulum fokus ook op baie moeiliker taalaspekte 

as die vorige kurrikulum.  

Afrikaans word in vier afdelings verdeeel.   

¶ Luister en Praat 

¶ Lees en  Kyk 

¶ Skryf en Aanbied 

¶ Taalgebruik 

 

Universiteite vereis 60%  in ‘n Addisionele Taal vir toelating tot sekere kursusse. 

Moedig dus u kind  aan om in hierdie vak hard te werk. 

 

KOM ONS PRAAT EN SKRYF DIE TAAL!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
 

 

òThe aim of Religious Education in a Catholic School is to nurture in its students their 

personal gifts of faith so  as to bring awareness, growth, true freedom, and healing into 

their daily lives.  It will equip them in every sphere to help in the building of responsible 

and life -giving communities that are signs of hope for the world….”(An extract taken 

from a book ca lled Fostering Hope)  

 

The RE Educator acknowledges that not all our students are from 

Catholic families and are committed to the Catholic faith. She also 

does not assume that students of other faith-traditions would be able 

to relate to the gospel of Jesus, but rather that this “gospel” is 

integral to the Catholic School’s reason for existing. What must be 

assumed is that everyone who joins the school community is open to 

the school’s principles and practices, and therefore to the school’s 

RE Programme.   

 

RE at a Catholic School invites all to participate, in the challenge of allowing 

gospel values to enrich their faith, philosophy and life-style.  The RE Programme 

strives to be respectful and sensitive to the diversity of chosen and inherited 

religious paths of individuals within the school community.  RE should be viewed 

as the “heart” of any Catholic School. 

 

The role of the RE coordinator is to ensure that RE lessons are being taught and in 

turn, “lived ”.  Lessons can take place in various forms for example, reminding the 

school at large about special feast days and making sure that the appropriate 

celebrations happen.  Participating in the celebration of Mass at least twice a 

term must be observed as part of RE lessons.  The Sacraments are to be taught 

and upheld.  The students are also given opportunities to attend Retreat days, on 

or off campus. The RE Programme encourages students to become aware of 

Pastoral Care to the wider community.   A National RE Curriculum is followed 

within all Catholic Schools called CORD; this among various other resources is 

used at the discretion of the RE coordinator.  However, many learning outcomes 

must be covered in order for examinations to take place.  Examinations are 

carried out like any other subject and are written at least twice a year.  Tasks and 

assignments form a significant part of this National Curriculum.  Students and 

parents are to be reminded that RE is taught in collaboration with Life 

Orientation, which in turn is part and parcel of the National Revised Curriculum. 

 

In short, the RE coordinator is responsible for a living ministry with Christ as leader.  

Through the RE Programme the vision and mission statement of CBC is not only 

maintained but upheld.   Religious Education is a fundamental part of CBC’s 

holistic educational programme.  Religious Education is a not just a subject it is 

part of a learning journey.  It is the hope and vision of the RE coordinator, that 

through the RE Programme she will be able to guide each learner on a path to 

become living witnesses to the Gospel values that celebrates ones faith.  

 

 

 

 

   



 LIFE ORIENTATION 

 

Life orientation in Grades 10-12 is a study of the self in relation to others in society.  

It addresses skills, values and knowledge about the self, the environment, 

responsible citizenship, a healthy and productive life, social engagement, 

recreation, physical activity, careers and career choices.  All these things are 

combined in a holistic way to enable students to live meaningfully in a rapidly 

changing society.  Students are equipped with the skills of strategic planning, 

decision making, leadership, and problem solving.  Realistic case studies are 

provided for students to hone their skills in real-life situations. 

The six topics covered in grades 10-12 are: 

 

1. Development of the Self in Society. 

2. Social and Environmental Responsibility. 

3. Democracy and Human Rights. 

4. Careers and Career Choices. 

5. Study Skills. 

6. Physical Education. 

 

Please note that Life Orientation continues as a subject to be taken seriously.  It is 

one of the four core subjects with Afrikaans, English and 

Mathematics/Mathematical Literacy.  Failure to complete any part of this 

subject, e.g. Phys. Ed. Assessments and term projects will lead to failure of the 

subject in Matric.  A student who fails Life Orientation will not receive a National 

Senior Certificate and will have to repeat Grade 12.  Exams and tasks account for 

80% of the mark and Physical Education for 20%. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MATHEMATICS vs MATHEMATICAL LITERACY 

The Mathematics syllabus includes:  

Algebra, Geometry, Statistics, Graphs and Functions, Trigonometry and Financial 

Mathematics. Mathematics is a universal part of human culture. It is the tool and 

language of commerce, engineering and other sciences – physics, computing, 

biology etc. It helps us to recognise patterns and to understand the world around 

us. Mathematics plays a vital, often unseen, role in many aspects of modern life, 

for example: 

¶ Electricity in our houses 

¶ The roads we drive on 

¶ The graphics in our favourite computer games 

¶ Space travel 

¶ Safeguarding credit card details on the internet 

¶ Modeling the spread of epidemics 

¶ Predicting stock market prices 

¶ Business decision making 

 

As society becomes more technically dependent, there will be an increasing 

requirement for people with a high level of mathematical training. Analytical and 

quantitative skills are sought by a wide range of employers. Competency in 

Mathematics provides you with a broad range of skills in problem solving, logical 

reasoning and flexible thinking. This leads to careers that are exciting, challenging 

and diverse in nature.  

 

Mathematics in the Senior Phase covers five main Content Areas. 

•  Numbers, Operations and Relationships 

•  Patterns, Functions and Algebra 

•  Space and Shape (Geometry) 

•  Measurement 

•  Data Handling 

 

 

 

 



WHAT IS MATHEMATICAL LITERACY? 

Mathematical Literacy is a subject that uses mathematical concepts, and 

applies them to everyday situations. Mathematical Literacy is not an alternative 

to Standard Grade Mathematics; advocates suggest that it is an entirely new 

and independent subject . Typical lessons include:  

¶ How to buy a house, including calculating transfer fees, legal fees, and 

bond repayment amounts 

¶ The benefits and downfalls of Hire-Purchase 

¶ Reading and interpreting statistics in newspaper articles 

¶ How to calculate income tax 

These lessons provide learners with the opportunity to become financially 

responsible and mathematically literate adults. Looking at the debt situation in 

South Africa, one can certainly see that these are sorely needed skills.  

In the curriculum statement, the Department of Education gives its definition of 

Mathematical Literacy: Mathematical Literacy provides learners with an 

awareness and understanding of the role that Mathematics plays in the modern 

world. Mathematical Literacy is a subject driven by life -related applications of 

Mathematics. It enables learners to develop the ability and confidence to think 

numerically and spatially in order to interpret and critically analyse everyday 

situatio ns and to solve problems.  

Because of the highly technical and abstract nature of Pure Maths, one can 

draw the conclusion that Mathematical Literacy is actually more accessible in 

terms of language use than Pure Maths. For a large majority of learners in South 

Africa who are taught in English and not their home language, it may be easier 

for them to understand the everyday language that Maths Literacy uses. 

The above information was written by Robin Clarke (www.thoughtleader.co.za)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

  



 

  



 

 

Electives 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ACCOUNTING 

 

Definition  

Accounting focuses on processing and communicating financial information 

about economic sectors.  This discipline ensures that ethical behaviour, 

transparency and accountability are adhered to.  It deals with the logical, 

systematic and accurate selection and recording of financial information, as well 

as the compilation, analysis and interpretation of financial statements and 

managerial reports. 

 

By engaging in Accounting, students will be able t o: 

Collect, select, record, analyse and interpret financial data to make decisions. 

Develop and demonstrate an understanding of fundamental accounting 

concepts. 

Organise and manage own finances responsibly and effectively. 

Develop the ability to identify and solve problems. 

Develop critical, logical and analytical abilities and thought processes. 

Develop the necessary characteristics including: 

Á ethics; 

Á sound judgement; 

Á thoroughness; 

Á accuracy; and 

Á neatness and preventability; 

 

Learning outcomes:  

Accounting is divided into three learning outcomes: 

 

1. Financial Information  

This outcome will equip students with the necessary knowledge and skills to 

collect, analyse, organise and record and critically evaluate financial information 

from source documents up to financial statements. 

 

2. Managerial Accounting  

This outcome will equip the student with the ability to manage and report on 

activities by using specific management, organising and leadership skills. 

 

3. Managing Resources  

This outcome will equip the student with the skills to use financial and managerial 

tools and strategies to determine the financial impact on the management of 

resources. 

 

 

 

 

 



Contents of Accounting  

 

Grade 10  

Á Ethics and internal control. 

Á Bookkeeping of sole traders.  

Á Value-added tax. 

Á Salaries and wages. 

Á Financial statements of a sole trader (adjustments). 

Á Analysing and interpretation of financial information. 

Á Cost accounting  

Á Budgets. 

 

Grade 11  

Á Bank reconciliation. 

Á Creditor’s reconciliation. 

Á Disposal of fixed assets. 

Á Financial statements of partnerships (adjustments). 

Á Analysing and interpretation of financial information. 

Á Financial statements of non-profit organisations (clubs). 

Á Ledger accounts of a manufacturing concern. 

Á Costs of a manufacturing concern. 

Á Cash budgets.  

Á Projected income statements. 

Á Inventory systems (perpetual and periodic).  

Á Value-added tax (calculations). 

Á Ethics and control. 

 

Grade 12  

Á Financial statement of a company (adjustments). 

Á Analysing and interpretation of financial information. 

Á Disposal of fixed assets. 

Á Close corporations: theory. 

Á Inventory systems (FIFO and Weighted average). 

Á Reconciliation: Bank, Debtors and Creditors. 

Á Value-added tax (ledger accounts). 

Á Production cost statements and costing. 

Á Cash budget. 

Á Projected income statement. 

Á Ethics and internal control. 

 

Other relevant information:  

Grade 9 students would have already covered the following: 

The foundation principles of Accounting. 

The Accounting equation. 

Journals: Cash receipts, cash payments, creditors and debtors. 

The subsidiary ledgers (debtors and creditors) and the general ledger. 

The Income Statement and Balance Sheet (financial statements). 

The above provides the student with enough information in order to make an 

informed subject choice. A student who intends choosing Accounting in Grade 

10 has to enjoy working with figures and has to have good numeracy skills.  



It is recommended that a student who chooses to Accounting as a subject 

should have a good understanding of Mathematics, at least 60% in Grade 9. 

 

Students can study the following degrees at University towards a qualification in 

Accounting: BCom(Acc), BCom(General) and BAcc.  The following career 

options, not limited to, are available to students with a qualification in 

Accounting: Accountant, Bookkeeper, Auditor [internal/external], and Teacher. 

 

The SBA (CASS) in Accounting consists of the following: Project, Assignment, Case 

study, 2 Formal tests [March and September] and an Examination in June. Grade 

12 learners also write an Examination during September. Informal tests are also 

written during the course of the year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BUSINESS STUDIES 

 

Business studies prepare students not just for their livelihood, but also 

for their life. For example, when students learn about interpersonal 

skills, which are an important element of the corporate world, they can 

apply this knowledge in their personal relationships too. Thus, the students learn 

not just to make a good living, but also how to cope in a social environment. 
 

The importance of Business Studies for students can be known from the fact 

that students do not simply learn a subject, but undergo a complete 

development of their personalities by understanding them practically. 

Business Studies is more than just mastering the art of doing business. It 

teaches you qualities like integrity, accountability, a result-oriented 

outlook, social responsibility, meeting deadlines and working under 

pressure, keeping up with the world around you, viewing people as 

your greatest resource, and doing everything with a dash of confidence and 

self-belief. 

 

Business Studies also aims to broaden the knowledge and understanding of 

students of the business world and to develop within them an appreciation 

of the influences and constraints within which businesses work. By 

acquiring an understanding of these issues and considering them in a 

national and international context, students will be able to develop their 

own values and standards. This will better prepare them for the workplace 

and help them to make informed choices about their future careers. 

 

OUTCOMES OF BUSINESS STUDIES: 

 

The Micro, Market and Macro environments 

Business sectors 

Contemporary socio economic issues 

Entrepreneurship 

Forms of ownership 

Creative thinking and problem-solving 

Time and stress management 

Contracts 

Business plan 

Relationships and team dynamics 

Business ethics 

Career paths 

Corporate social responsibility 

Leadership 

Business presentations 

 



COMPUTER APPLICATIONS TECHNOLOGY (CAT) 

 

Today’s learners need to find a place for themselves in a world increasingly 

different from that in which their parents lived.  Technology is constantly and 

rapidly changing, and it is here to stay! Our students are living in the “Information 

Era” and this subject enables them to gather information, process the data and 

communicate the desired results using various computer applications. 

 

This can be a challenging and sometimes complex subject that requires a good 

basic knowledge of Computer Literacy from Grades 8 and 9.  It is not to be 

regarded as a “soft option”.  While it is relatively easy to achieve a good passing 

grade in Grade 10, if the learner understands the work, studies and has a good 

memory; the higher Grades require insight, understanding and practice. Success 

in CAT involves commitment, practice, hard work, a logical thought process with 

a desire to understand the new technological world around us.  It can be an 

immensely rewarding subject with numerous applications in everyday life.  

  

The subject does require some mathematical understanding as we use software 

to create graphs and other mathematical formulas.  Learners are required to 

have access to a computer with the necessary software.  I firmly believe that CAT 

is one of the most important and useful subjects in the school curriculum, as 

technology affect our lives every day!  CAT will teach the learners skills that are 

essential in all fields of life.  

 

CAT focuses on skills that will empower the learner to positively relate to 

technology and encourages them to perform to the best of their abilities, thereby 

making a positive contribution to society and the business sector.  CAT lays down 

excellent foundations for the learner who wants to become an entrepreneur, 

developing coping skills that will give the learner confidence to try new programs 

without any apprehensions. 

 

CAT guides and prepares learners to master the most widely used programs in 

the business sector, as well as prepares them to become Internet literate.  CAT 

should be considered as a 3-year course, with the fundamentals and the bulk of 

the theory work being taught in Grade 10.  It is not recommended to only start 

CAT in Grade 11 as all the ground work will have already been implemented in 

Grade 10.  CAT is not limited to the textbook, as study material is constantly 

changing and new technology is being developed on a regular basis.  Learners 

have to be on the lookout for new technology and trends all the time. 

 

CAT is split into three components. The first component of this subject, the theory 

component, helps the learner to understand the background of computers as 

well as the history and future of the Internet.  It is also where the learner is 

informed about the hardware components and various software programs 

available.  The practical component consists of learners using various software 

packages such as the Microsoft Suite, which includes MS Word for word 

processing letters and documents, MS Excel for creating spreadsheets such as 

budgets, PowerPoint for creating presentations and Access for creating 

databases.  They are also made proficient and gain confidence in using the 

Internet and sending e-mails. 



Grade 10 is a very important year in learning CAT as it is a year in which students 

develop the foundation of the programs on which we add more building blocks 

in Grade 11 and Grade 12.  The Grade 10 syllabus provides an in-depth 

foundation and overview of the work that will be covered in the higher grades.  

With the move to Grade 11 and 12, comes the sharper focus of the more difficult 

aspects of various programs.  The level of CAT in the higher grades is far more 

demanding and it is in our experience that learners fare far better once they 

have a solid grounding in Grade 10. 

 

Furthermore, CAT facilitates the development of problem solving and data 

handling in the form of a Practical Assessment Task (PAT); the third component of 

this subject.  It requires more than just knowledge to be successful in the 

computer environment.  The learner needs to be able to clearly formulate ideas.  

They need to understand the steps and planning of their project in order to 

produce quality reports. 

Lastly a student wanting to take CAT as his/her subject must be prepared to 

practise the necessary skills after school hours.  Practice makes perfect! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DESIGN 

 

Design is everywhere.  It is the stuff that surrounds us.  It is estimated that the 

average person interacts with about 150 items of design before sitting down to 

eat breakfast – from the toothpaste tube to the box containing the cornflakes!  It 

is easy to see why everything in the man-made world has been designed, from 

the houses we live in and the clothes we wear, to the modes of transport we use.  

Design is that skill or facility that improves the quality of life.  Designers are 

optimists, reformers, problem-solvers.  Designers re-imagine the world we live in.  

Design touches on every aspect of our lives, which makes it a very important 

discipline.  Design is therefore not a luxury but rather a necessity that reacts on 

basic human needs. Design is not necessarily about ‘art’, but rather about 

creating wealth through the effective use of creativity. 

 

  

Design is a fairly new subject in the curriculum. Students will be exposed to theory 

and practical work, real life design projects, design competitions and so much 

more. Theory forms an integral part of the syllabus and enables students to learn 

from the masters. The curriculum includes Design in a business context every term.  

At the end of each year, students exhibit their work alongside that of their peers. 

The annual matric exhibition is the culminating point of three years of hard work 

and is a highlight on the school calendar.   

 

The CAPS curriculum consists of the following: 

 

Grade 10 

¶ What is Design? 

¶ Four main categories of Design: 

- Visual Communication Design: Graphic Design, Animation, Advertising, 

etc. 

- Product Design: Furniture, Fashion, Jewellery, Pottery, Industrial Design, 

etc.  

- Surface Design: Printmaking, Mosaics, etc.  

- Environmental Design: Architecture, Engineering, Landscape Design, etc. 

¶ Industrial Design, Information Design 

¶ Communicating visually through Design : History and development 

¶ Design benefiting society 

¶ Product Design and Usability 

¶ Design in a Business Context 

¶ Drawing program 

¶ 4 Term PATs and 2 Exam PATs, 4 Theory exams 

 

 

 

 

 



Grade 11 

¶ Typography 

¶ Design movements 

¶ Universal Design 

¶ Trends, Popular Culture 

¶ Designer case studies 

¶ Social and environmental conscience design 

¶ Design in a Business Context 

¶ Drawing program 

¶ 4 Term PAT’S and 2 Exam PAT’s, 4 Theory exams. 

 

Grade 12 

¶ Design movements 

¶ Design in a socio-cultural / Environmental and Sustainable Context 

¶ Case studies 

¶ Traditional Crafts / Contemporary Crafts 

¶ Ergonomics, User Centred Design 

¶ Architecture 

¶ Design in a Business Context 

¶ 2 Term PAT’s, 1 Preliminary PAT and 1 FINAL PAT, 2 Theory exams, 1 

Preliminary exam and 1 FINAL exam. 

 

 

Design is NOT:  

 

Design is not craft. 

Design is not a lesser subject than Art. Design involves as much work (theory and 

practical) and dedication as Art. 

Design is not Art.  Design is a functional subject that teaches students to think 

creatively to solve problems – a vital skill in today’s work place. 

 

Who should take Design?  

 

Prospective Design students should be disciplined and hard-working. They must 

be able to hold their own academically as the theoretical work can be 

demanding. Students must be creative as a large part of the work is practical. 

Taking Art as a subject in Grades 8 and 9 will be an advantage, but is not a 

prerequisite. Students need to have basic  drawing skills. If you are interested in 

going into Architecture, Engineering, Graphic Design, Advertising, Interior Design, 

or any line that requires creative thinking…DESIGN IS FOR YOU.  

 

 

 

 

 



Economic and Management Sciences (Grades 8 - 9) 

The subject Economic and Management Sciences (EMS) deals with the efficient 

and effective use of different types of private, public or collective resources to 

satisfy people’s needs and wants. It reflects critically on the impact of resource 

exploitation on the environment and on people. It also deals with effective 

management of scarce resources in order to maximize profit. 

Economic and management Sciences is a practical subject that equips learners 

with real-life skills for personal development. Learners are exposed to the 

fundamental concepts that will prepare them for commerce related subjects 

such as Business Studies and Accounting.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GEOGRAPHY 

 

Ask yourself without Geography where would you be? 

 

òGeography is a living, breathing subject, constantly adapting itself to change. It 

is dynamic and relevant. For me Geography is a great adventure with a 

purpose.ó 

Michael Palin, former Python and current president of the Royal Geographical 

Institute 

 

òGeography inspires pupils to become global citizens by exploring their own 

place in the world, their values and responsibilities to other people, to the 

environment and to the sustainability of the planetó 

The importance of Geography, National Curriculum 2007 KS3 Programme of 

Study. © QCDA 

 

 

Geography is arguably the oldest of all the sciences as it relates to the study of 

man and the relationship he has with the environment in which he finds himself.  

This is a hugely varied field that encapsulates both Physical Geography, such as 

climate and weather study, geology, biomes, landforms and wave formation 

and Human or Social Geography which covers everything from population 

dynamics to Economic Geography and urbanisation to the environment. These 

fields are all linked. 

 

These fields of study equip the student with an array of vital skills crucial to 

succeeding in today’s globally sensitive environment by providing them with the 

abilities to work as part of team yet at the same time encouraging them to be 

able to work, lead and perform as an individual, to think creatively while 

remaining grounded in a changing yet real world.  These are all attributes highly 

prized in today’s ever competitive market place. 

 

Geography allows learners an insight into a huge variety of future career 

opportunities which include, but are not limited, to the following careers: 

Engineering; geology; hazard/emergency management; human resources; pilot; 

shipping; logistics management; air traffic controller; financial service industry; 

forestry and environmental management to name but a few. 

 

As a school subject Geography aims to expose the student to as many of the 

above topics as possible.   

 

Map work is examined as a separate paper and involves the ability to both read 

and interpret information from both physical maps as well as photographic and 

satellite maps.  The learners are exposed to Geographical Information Systems. 



This is an exciting new field which involves the interpretation of data through 

computer generated imagery.   

 

Geography is a three year course. Much of what is taught in Grade 10 becomes 

building blocks for Grade 12.  The student should ideally be self-motivated and 

capable of working independently. Much of the course requires self-study, with 

the ability to take work home and expand on it. This, as mentioned earlier, is an 

extremely valuable skill and one that is eagerly encouraged in the Geography 

curriculum. 

 

Geography is a dynamic and exciting subject which equips the learner with the 

skills and knowledge to deal with a rapidly changing world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HISTORY 

 

I believe History is one of the most valuable subjects your child can do at school.  

 

Please allow me to challenge three common myths about History in order to 

prove my point: 

 

Myth 1: History is all about boring facts and dates.  

 

This is incorrect. There is content that needs to be remembered, but the main 

focus in modern historical thinking is on analysing sources of information through 

short questions and structuring arguments through longer pieces of extended 

writing. Hardly any dates need to be remembered – the quality of the student’s 

thinking is the critical issue. 

 

Myth 2: History is irrelevant in the modern world.  

 

Nothing could be further from the truth. Most of the content examined relates to 

how past events have shaped both recent and present societies, to give students 

a clearer idea of why their world is the way it is, and how to effect change in that 

world. Essentially, the study of History is the study of human psychology and the 

human condition, informing and empowering students to deal with issues and 

make critical changes in their world. 

 

Myth 3: History does nothing to prepare me for a future career.  

 

Again, this is a complete fallacy. History teaches children how to think in a new 

and relevant way, by learning how to recognise and counteract bias, 

propaganda and other means of manipulation, as well as use information to 

structure logical, effective arguments. Learning to see the world in a logical, 

analytical way, and filter out the ‘noise’ which constantly bombards us, gives 

children skills that are invaluable in many careers, as well as in their everyday 

interactions with others. As History covers all dimensions of the human experience 

it links up very well with other university disciplines – especially Anthropology, 

Economics, English, foreign languages, Geography, Journalism, Law, Philosophy, 

Political Studies, Psychology and Sociology. 

 

History provides excellent specific preparation for a career in law, administration, 

journalism or politics. More importantly, all  businesses like to employ people who 

can be relied upon to think analytically and exercise sound judgement – critical 

skills developed in History! 

   

In conclusion: 

 

History teaches young minds how to think.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 

 

Information Technology focuses on problem solving through logical thinking, 

management of information, and solution development. This is achieved by 

planning, designing and writing software programs that perform certain tasks and 

achieve the desired end-result. 

 

Students taking IT would therefore need to be logical thinkers, and although 

Mathematics is not required, it is usually a good indicator as to whether they will 

be able to cope with the subject. (If their Mathematics marks look good, IT will be 

a breeze!) If they have an average Mathematics mark or are taking 

Mathematical Literacy, there is a simple logic test that can be written in the 

computer room to determine the candidate’s aptitude. 

 

In IT there are two distinct areas of study:  

 

Theory: 

The theoretical component focuses on learning about computer hardware, 

software, networks, the internet and the social and ethical issues related to the 

use of computers in our daily lives. Students also discuss current issues like social 

networking, cell phone usage, new technology and other newsworthy issues like 

the ongoing battle between Apple and Microsoft. 

 

Practical:  

In the practical component students learn to use a programming language 

(Java) to design solutions to everyday problems. These programs can range from 

simple slideshow programs to complex video shop programs or fast food delivery 

systems. Every program starts with a planning phase where students research and 

analyse existing systems, determine which flaws to improve on, and eventually 

they design and program their own (hopefully better!) system 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LIFE SCIENCES 

 

Life Sciences is the study of Life at various levels of organisation and comprises a 

variety of sub-disciplines, or specialisations, such as: 

  

- Biochemistry  

- Biotechnology  

- Microbiology  

- Genetics  

- Zoology  

- Botany  

- Entomology  

- Physiology (plant and animal)  

- Anatomy (plant and animal)  

- Morphology (plant and animal)  

- Taxonomy (plant and animal)  

- Environmental Studies  

- Socio-biology (animal behaviour) At school level all of these sub-disciplines 

are introduced, to varying degrees, to provide a broad overview of the subject, 

Life Sciences. 

 

  

THERE ARE THREE REASONS FOR TAKING LIFE SCIENCES:  

ü to provide useful knowledge and skills that are needed in everyday living.  

ü to expose learners to the range and scope of biological studies to stimulate 

interest in and create awareness of possible specialisations.  

ü to provide sufficient background for further studies in one or more of the 

biological sub-disciplines.  

 

 

BY STUDYING AND LEARNING ABOUT LIFE SCIENCES, LEARNERS WILL DEVELOP: 

  

ü their knowledge of key biological concepts, processes, systems and 

theories.  

ü an ability to critically evaluate and debate scientific issues and processes.  

ü greater awareness of the ways in which biotechnology and knowledge of 

Life Sciences have benefited humankind.  

ü an understanding of the ways in which humans have impacted negatively 

on the environment and organisms living in it.  

ü a deep appreciation of the unique diversity of biomes In Southern Africa, 

both past and present, and the importance of conservation.  

ü an awareness of what it means to be a responsible citizen in terms of the 

environment and life-style choices that they make.  



ü an awareness of the contributions of South African scientists. 

ü scientific skills and ways of thinking scientifically that enable them to see 

the flaws in pseudo-science in popular media.  

ü a level of academic and scientific literacy that enables them to read, talk 

about, write and think about biological processes, concepts and 

investigations.  

 

 

 

 

IN THE PROCESS OF MAKING MEANING AND ACHIEVING UNDERSTANDING 

LEARNERS MUST BE ABLE TO: 

 

ü access information.  

ü select key ideas.  

ü recall information  

ü describe knowledge of natural sciences.  

ü build a conceptual framework.  

ü organise or reorganise knowledge  

ü write summaries  

ü develop flow charts and mind maps  

ü recognise patterns and trends  

ü apply knowledge in new contexts.  

ü use knowledge in a new way 

ü categorise information 

ü recognise relationships between existing knowledge and new ideas 

ü analyse information/data 

ü critically evaluate scientific information  

ü identify assumptions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MUSIC 

 

 

Skills acquired in Music: 

Grade 10 – 12 Music learners will develop:  

¶ technical control over one or more musical instrument(s) or the voice;  

¶ performance skills by way of performing a wide variety of musical works, in 

solo and group (ensemble) context, ranging from Western art music to jazz.  

¶ ability to read music notation(s);  

¶ creativity through improvisation and original compositions;  

¶ understanding of existing works of music with regard to compositional 

techniques used, application of musical elements in existing musical works 

and placing these in a specific historical and cultural context;  

¶ awareness of various musical traditions; and  

¶ appreciation for various styles of music.  

 

 

1. Practical  

Each student must take weekly lessons on his or her chosen instrument. 

GRADE 5 (Associated Board of the Royal Schools of Music, Trinity or UNISA) 

is the MINIMUM requirement for Grade 12. Students need not actually play 

the exam of the abovementioned examination bodies, but must be at the 

required level stated by any of these examination bodies. Instruments that 

may be offered as a subject are: 

¶ keyboard instruments (Piano is offered at CBC -  There is no fee for 

these lessons)  

¶ Voice (offered by CBC at no additional cost ) 

¶ recorder  

¶ guitar (offered by private teacher at CBC at private rate)  

¶ orchestral instrument s  

¶ percussion (three instruments required)  

¶ band instruments  

¶ drum kit (offered by private teacher at CBC at private rates)  

 

Students wanting to study an instrument not offered at CBC can do so 

privately and will be examined by both their practical teacher and CBC’s 

permanent music teacher during the June and November examinations. 

All students are also assessed in ensemble performances. 

 

 

 

 

2.  Music literacy (theory)  

3.  General mu sic knowledge (history of music  

4. Aural  

 



The CAPS offers schools the opportunity to specialise in one of following three 

streams: (a) Western Art Music (WAM) (b) Jazz (c) Indigenous African Music (IAM ). 

At CBC, Western Art Music or Jazz will be offered. 

 

& Performance Assessment Tasks (PATs) 

Five PATs are completed each year and make up the CASS (Continuous 

assessment) mark. The PATs are projects relating to the subject matter covered in 

the syllabus and include the following: Concert performances, music literacy 

assignments, improvisation, research and musical arrangements for various 

groups of instruments. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NATURAL SCIENCES (Grades 8 and 9)  

 

Natural Sciences is divided into the following Knowledge Strands:  

¶ Life and Living 

¶ Matter and Materials 

¶ Energy and Change 

¶ Planet Earth and Beyond 

Each Knowledge Strand is developed progressively across the three years of the 

Senior Phase. The Knowledge Strands are a tool for organising the subject 

content. They also make it possible to emphasise the links learners need to make 

with related topics to help them achieve a thorough understanding of the nature 

of and the connectedness in Natural Sciences. The curriculum also provides 

learners with opportunities to make sense of ideas they have about nature and 

encourages learners to ask questions that could lead to further research and 

investigation. 

The Natural Sciences syllabus content has been carefully selected in order to 

promote the understanding of the following: 

¶ Science as a discipline that sustains enjoyment and curiosity about the 

world and natural phenomena 

¶ The history of Science and the relationship between Natural Sciences and 

other subjects 

¶ The different cultural contexts in which indigenous knowledge systems 

have developed 

¶ The contribution of Science to social justice and societal development 

¶ The need for using scientific knowledge responsibly in the interest of 

ourselves, of society and the environment 

¶ The practical and ethical consequences of decisions based on Science. 

There are three specific aims in Natural Sciences: 

1. ôDoing Scienceõ 

This means that learners should be able to complete investigations, analyse 

problems and use practical processes and skills in evaluating solutions. 

2. ôKnowing the subject content and making connectionsõ 

This means that learners should have a grasp of scientific, technological and 

environmental knowledge and be able to apply it in new contexts. 

 

3.  ôUnderstanding the uses of Science õ 

This means that learners should understand the uses of Natural Sciences and 

indigenous knowledge in society and the environment.  

 

Natural Sciences also involve the development of a range of process skills that 

may be used in everyday life, in the community and in the workplace. Learners 

also develop the ability to think objectively and use a variety of forms of 



reasoning while they use these skills. Learners can gain these skills in an 

environment that taps into their curiosity about the world, and that supports 

creativity, responsibility and growing confidence. 

 

The following are the cognitive and practical process skills that learners will be 

able to develop in Natural Sciences: 

1. Accessing and recalling information  

2. Observing  

3. Comparing  

4. Measuring  

5. Sorting and classifying  

6. Identifying problems and issues  

7. Raising questions  

8. Predicting  

9. Hypothesizing  

10. Planning investigations  

11. Doing investigations 

12. Recording  

13. Interpreting information  

14. Communicating  

15. Ability to use The Scientific Process  

 

Natural Sciences at the Senior Phase level lays the basis of further studies in more 

specific Science disciplines, such as Life Sciences, Physical Sciences, Earth 

Sciences or Agricultural Sciences. It prepares learners for active participation a 

society that values human rights and promotes responsibility towards the 

environment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PHYSICAL SCIENCES 

 

What are Physical Sciences?  

 

Physical Sciences investigate physical and chemical phenomena. This is done 

through scientific inquiry, application of scientific models, theories and laws in 

order to explain and predict events in the physical environment. 

 

The purpose of Physical Sciences is to equip learners with investigating skills 

relating to physical and chemical phenomena. These skills include classifying, 

communicating, measuring, designing investigations, making conclusions, 

formulating models, hypothesising, identifying variables, inferring, observing, 

comparing, interpreting, predicting, problem solving and reflecting. 

 

Physical Sciences prepare learners for future learning, specialist learning, 

employment, holistic development and environmental management.  

 

This subject also deals with society’s need to understand how the physical 

environment works in order to benefit from it and responsibly care for it. 

Challenges such as responsible utilisation of resources and the environment and 

alternative energy sources are addressed. It aims to develop scientifically literate 

citizens who are responsible and can critically debate scientific issues and 

participate in an informed way in democratic decision making. This is attained by 

developing high-level knowledge and skills in learners.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TECHNOLOGY  (Grades 8 and 9)  

Introduction: The Technology department at CBC St John’s (Parklands) is of great 

importance to all learners at the school .During Grades 8 and 9 the young 

learners are exposed to many new elements that make their learning journey 

more interesting. We take theoretical activities that are applied every day and 

turn them into fun projects that incorporate group learning activities. This makes 

the subject choice much easier in grades to come. 

Both grades complete technical drawings during the year. At CBC we try and 

help the learner with as much technical ability as possible. The main aim of the 

Technology Department is to give the learner the best opportunity to obtain life 

skills that are important not only at school, but once they have graduated from 

the College.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TOURISM 

 

This subject studies tourism as a broad and dynamic economic sector. It 

encourages students from diverse backgrounds to understand the industry and its 

functions. In addition, students explore potential opportunities and are assisted to 

make informed career choices, whether it is to continue with further or higher 

learning or to pursue entrepreneurial activities. 

 

The subject promotes understanding of the value that tourism can provide to 

individuals, communities and the economy. It encourages and promotes the 

acceptance of the diversity found in South Africa and challenges learners to 

understand and capitalize on the value of diversity from a tourism perspective. 

 

The subject highlights how important it is for all individuals and communities to be 

involved with environmental care, sustainability and the related benefits that can 

be achieved for all citizens. 

 

In the National Curriculum Statement Grades 10 -12 (General) , Tourism is 

expressed as a subject containing four focus areas. The four focus areas are: 

tourism as an interrelated system; responsible and sustainable tourism; tourism 

geography attractions and travel trends; and customer care and 

communication.  

 

Tourism students study a huge range of topics, but they gain an insight into a real 

industry that rewards people with innovative ideas and entrepreneurial thinking.  

Our experience has been that students, who have not enjoyed great academic 

success so far, discover that in Tourism, they are rewarded for effort, application 

and creative thinking.  That said, it is NOT a soft option. 

 

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF TOURISM? 

 

Government has identified tourism as a key economic sector. The Tourism White 

Paper on the Development and Promotion of Tourism in South Africa (SA) has 

identified the following: 

 

• Tourism represents a significant opportunity for growth in tourism and 

related   job creation in South Africa. It employs 212 million people 

worldwide, generating $3,4 trillion in world gross output and contributes 

$655 billion to   government tax revenues making it the world’s largest 

industry. 

 

•  Tourism is a foreign exchange generator and this contributes to the gross  

domestic product (GDP) and has the potential to uplift the living standard 

of   many South Africans. 

 

•  Tourism can provide immediate employment to local people that live 

within  close proximity to already established resorts and attractions. 



 

•  Tourism is a labour-intensive industry and has the lowest ratio of investment  

to job creation. 

 

•  Tourism employs a multiplicity of skills. 

 

•  The tourism industry creates entrepreneurial opportunities and incorporates 

a  thriving and dynamic informal sector. 

 

•  Tourism brings development to rural areas rather than encouraging 

migration to  the cities. 

 

•  Tourism builds cross-cultural relations and is a vital force for peace. 

 

•  Tourism is a final product in that the value added in the final stages of  

   production is created in South Africa. 

 

•  Tourism brings a ready market of over four million regional and overseas  

   visitors annually. 

 

•  Tourism has the potential to influence visitor tastes and create permanent 

export markets. 

 

•  The demand for Tourism is continuous as people travel at all ages during 

their life. 

 

•  Tourism has the potential to generate demand and production in other 

sectors of the South African economy. 

 

•  South Africa is a global leader in eco-tourism, which could act as a catalyst 

for further development in this field. 

 

These points present a compelling case to introduce Tourism into the Further 

Education and Training Band. The study of Tourism amongst our youth is important 

for four reasons: 

 

•  It develops in learners an awareness of the value that Tourism brings to the 

local economy. 

 

•  It enables learners to make an informed career choice in the field of 

Tourism. 

 

•  It encourages learners to begin identifying entrepreneurial opportunities for 

themselves. 

 

•  It ensures that learners become better users of the Tourism product, for   

example by getting involved in community development projects that are 

related  to Tourism. 

 

Adapted from NATIONAL CURRICULUM STATEMENT: GRADES 10-12 (GENERAL) 

 



Tertiary study opportunities include: 

 

¶ Certificate of Tourism Management 

¶ National Diploma (FET Colleges / Intec etc.,) 

¶ B.Tech degrees at Universities of Technology (CPUT etc.,) 

¶ Undergraduate and postgraduate studies (B.Com etc.,) at some traditional 

universities. 

 

Career opportunities  

 

Some  job opportunities that Tourism can lead to include: 

 

¶ Hotel management 

¶ Researcher, Department of Environmental Affairs  and Tourism 

¶ Tourism consultant 

¶ Events management  

¶ Information officer 

¶ Tour guides 

¶ Travel agents 

¶ Restaurateurs 

¶ Teachers 

¶ Guest house owners / managers 

¶ Niche tourism operators 

¶ Owners / managers of resorts 

¶ Taxi companies 

¶ Shuttle service operator 

¶ Journalism 

¶ Writing 

¶ Photography 

 

Class Tours 

 

The College organises overseas educational tours for its Tourism classes. 

 

In Grade 10, we encourage the students to plan and implement their own “tour” 

of Cape Town.  This has usually taken the form of an open top bus tour. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



VISUAL ARTS 

 

We are incredibly proud of our Art Department at CBC St. John’s.  To date we 

have prepared students to pursue careers as fine artists, art historians, 

educationalists and architects, in the advertising and animation industry, as 

graphic artists and surface designers.  We continue to excel at the Art Eisteddfod 

and our Matric results boast numerous distinctions every year.  In 2011, two of our 

students achieved 100% for Visual Arts. 

 

While we realise that not everyone who does Visual Arts will become an artist, the 

affirmation and life skills that an art student receives makes them achievers.  

Being an art student equips students to cope better at tertiary institutions 

because they are taught time-management skills, are accustomed to meeting 

deadlines, are able to organise their own portfolios, have self-knowledge and the 

ability to be reflective and self-critical. 

 

The creative journey begins in the GET Phase (Grades 8 & 9) where students are 

given a basic course in art appreciation and visual literacy, exposed to a variety 

of media and taught basic skills in the various disciplines.  In the FET Phase 

(Grades 10, 11 & 12), students are given the opportunity to specialise in Visual 

Arts.  They follow an integrated programme that encompasses research, 

planning, practical assessment tasks and visual literacy.  Both written and 

practical exams are conducted in June and November.  As members of the 

“Sacred Circle”, students nurture each other’s unfolding and encourage growth.    

The journey culminates in a retrospective exhibition in Matric. 

 

There are numerous career opportunities available to art students in education, 

cinematography, theatre, galleries, architecture, fashion, science and museum 

work, advertising, criminology, military, journalism and publishing, industry and 

business, interior design, crafts, fine arts, photography and computer graphics 

and animation.  When applying for careers in the creative fields, students are 

required to submit a portfolio.  We advise students to investigate the 

requirements in Grade 11 already. 

 

Who should take art?  Creative thinkers who love to draw and students who are 

individuals, not conformists, innovative, self-motivated, have initiative and are 

resourceful.  It takes three years to ‘grow’ an art student and students should not 

be too anxious that they are ‘not good enough’ at the end of Grade 9.  The 

portfolio requires commitment, energy, discipline and passion.  Art is a university 

entrance subject.  It is a good choice for those who are interested in the 

humanities. 

 

 

 



Einstein said:  “Creativity is more important than knowledge.”  Michelangelo’s 

father tried to beat some sense into him when he announced his intention to be 

an artist.  While we may not physically beat our children today, we may flog 

them verbally by imposing stereotypes and by being uninformed.  It is always 

rewarding to witness parents affirming their creative children, thereby 

empowering them to embrace the countless creative opportunities available 

today. 

 

 

 
  



SUBJECT CHOICE: GRADE 10  2017 

 

NAME OF STUDENT:  _____________________________________    GRADE:  ______________ 

 

A:  FUNDAMENTALS:  (COMPULSORY) 

English Home Language 

Afrikaans First Additional Language 

Life Orientation and Religious Education 

Mathematics  OR  Mathematical Literacy         _________________________ 

 

B:  ELECTIVES: (CHOOSE ONE FROM EACH GROUP) 

GROUP 1  GROUP 2  GROUP 3  

Physical Sciences  Information Technology  Life Sciences  

Design  Accounting  Business Studies  

History  Computer Applied 

Technology 

 Tourism  

  Visual Art  Music  

    Geography  

      

 

NOTE:  Students taking Physical Sciences , IT and Accounting  MUST DO 

Mathematics and not Mathematical Literacy  . 

______________________       _____________________             ________________________ 

Student signature                 Parent signature                      Head of Senior School signature  

 

 
 
  



 



Grade 10 s of 2017 

can look forward toé 

 

Awesome Breede River adventure 

Interschool Athletics 

SS Gala 

Heritage Day  - Grade 10 

Leadership Camp 

Eisteddfod 

CBC Winter Festival 

Debating 

 



 

  



NOTES :  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Cnr Dorchester Drive and Parklands Main Rd 

Parklands 

7441 

Tel : 021-5565969 

Fax : 021-5561160 

Email: office@cbcstjohns.co.za 

www.cbcstjohns.co.za 

  

  


